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century by the English, who, however, had to contend with
the fierce Caribs, St. Lucia and Grenada were for various
periods in the possession of the French, with the result that,
while English is spoken throughout the islands, a French
patois still prevails among the peasantry of St. Lucia and
Grenada.
The islands have one Governor, whose headquarters are
at St. Georges, Grenada, but there is no common legislature,
each island retaining its separate institutions. Formerly,
Barbados, Trinidad and Tobago were associated at different
times with the group. Each island is presided over in the
absence of the Governor by a resident Administrator who
is also Colonial Secretary.
The constitution of Grenada dates originally from 1766,
but has undergone many changes in the interim. A Legis-
lative Assembly constituted under an Act of 1875 voted its
own extinction, and Crown Colony government was estab-
lished in 1877. Until 1924, the Legislative Council consisted
of the Governor, six official members and seven unofficial
nominated members, but in the latter year, the Council was
made party elective, consisting besides the Governor of
seven official members, three unofficial nominated members
and five elected members.
St. Lucia was originally governed in accordance with
French law: the Administrator now governs with a Legis-
lative Council consisting of three ex~offitio members, three
nominated official and-three nominated unofficial members,
and three elected members. The Council and Assembly of
St. Vincent passed through much the same vicissitudes as
Grenada and the island is now governed, like the other two,
by a partly elected Legislative Council comprising three
ex-officio members, an official and an unofficial nominated
member, and three elected members.
The islands are notable for scenic attractions. Mr. Owen